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ABOUT TRANSFORMATIVE JUSTICE JOURNAL 

 
The Transformative Justice Journal (TJJ), founded in 2012, is an online, open-source, and peer-reviewed 

journal dedicated to promoting transformative justice. As an academic-activist journal, TJJ was developed out 

of scholarly and community dialogues around promoting a decolonizing critical criminology social justice 

punitive/penal justice abolition community-based alternatives to both the retributive, punitive justice and 

utilitarian punishment models used by criminal justice systems, which victimize offenders and re-victimize 

survivors of offenses, while promoting profits over people and corporate interests over community interests. 

The current punitive criminal justice system takes control, responsibility, healing, and accountability away 

from victims and offenders and instead gives them a powerless and victimizing experience. Transformative 

justice, a decolonizing and anti-oppression approach, however, views conflict not from the lens of the criminal 

justice system, but from the community; as such, those involved in the conflict are seen as individuals rather 

than victims or offenders. Moreover, transformative justice addresses oppression by systems of domination, 

such as racism, sexism, homophobia, ageism, elitism, classism, and ableism within all domestic, interpersonal, 

global, and community conflicts. In short, transformative justice is restorative justice plus social justice. 

Transformative justice expands the social justice model, which challenges and identifies injustices, in order 

to create organized processes of addressing and ending those injustices. Transformative justice and social 

justice work together in addressing this need. Transformative justice also builds off the principles of 

restorative justice in order to address experiences of oppression within mediation. 

 

LOCATION 
 

The Transformative Justice Journal is located at in the Institute for Public Safety at Salt Lake Community 

College. 

Dr. Anthony J. Nocella II 

Managing Editor 

Institute of Public Safety 

Salt Lake Community College 

Larry H. Miller Campus 

Public Safety Education and Training Center 

Office 270 D 

410 West 9800 South 

Sandy, Utah, USA 84070 

 

EDITORIAL TEAM 

Editor 

 Arash Daneshzadeh 

transformativejusticejournal@gmail.com 

Managing Editor 

 Dr. Anthony J. Nocella II 

Salt Lake Community College 

Associate Editors 
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 Dr. Kim Socha 

Normandale Community College 

 Dr. Nancy Heitzeg 

St. Catherine University 

 Dr. Judah Schept 

Eastern Kentucky University 

 Dr. Mecke Nagel 

SUNY Cortland 

 Dr. Jason Campbell 

Nova Southeastern University 

Book Reviewer 

 Mark Lafrenz 

University of Buffalo 

 Ben Brucato 

Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute 

Article Reviewer 

 Dr. Mark Seis 

Fort Lewis College 

 Dean Adams 

University of Illinois, Chicago 

 Dr. Jason Del Gandio 

Temple University 

 Dr. Daniel White Hodge 

North Park University 

 Dr. Priya Parmar 

CUNY Brooklyn 

 Dr. Beverly Yuen Thompson 

Siena College 

 Brian Trautman 

Berkshire Community College 

 Dr. Máel Embser-Herbert 

Hamline University 

SUBMISSION GUIDELINES 

Please read these guidelines and then send your article, essay, review, research notes, conference summary, 

etc. to the appropriate Associate Editor (see below). 

Value and Uniqueness of TJJ 

 The Transformative Justice Journal publishes rigorously peer-reviewed academic work of the 

highest quality. 

 The Transformative Justice Journal provides the utmost respect and care during the review process. 

 The Transformative Justice Journal is a free-to-access electronic journal. 

 The Transformative Justice Journal charges no fees for publication. 

 The Transformative Justice Journal supports and encourages submissions that are excluded from 

mainstream journals, including the use of photographic, videom MP3, and new media work. 

 The Transformative Justice Journal, while an academic journal provides space and place for activists 

contributions. 
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We Seek  

 research articles and essays – 2,000 to 10,000 words 

 student final papers – no more than 10,000 words 

 course/class summaries – no more than 2,000 words 

 research notes – no more than 2,000 words 

 commentary – no more than 2,000 words 

 tactic and strategy analysis – no more than 10,000 words 

 academic development – no more than 10,000 words 

 lecture summaries – no more than 2,000 words 

 conference  summaries – no more than 2,000 words 

 event summaries – no more than 2,000 words 

 action alert summaries – no more than 2,000 words 

 film, book, art, and media reviews – no more than 3,000 words 

 interviews and dialogues – between 1,000 to 10,000 words 

 poems – no more than 10,000 words 

Style 

 All submissions should have appropriate references and citations. Manuscripts should be single line 

spacing, 12-point font and conform to the American Psychological Association (APA) style format. 

 Submissions must be sent in Microsoft Word format. Submissions in other software formats will not 

be reviewed. 

 Authors should remove all self-identification from their submissions, but all submissions must be 

accompanied by a title page with author(s) name and affiliation, name of type of submission (e.g., 

article, review, conference summary, etc.), contact information including e-mail, postal address, and 

phone number. 

 Authors must include an abstract of no more than 150 words that briefly describes the manuscript’s 

contents. 

Review Process 

 Upon acceptance for review, the Transformative Justice Journal editors will send manuscripts, under 

a double-peer reviewed process, to no less than two, and generally three reviewers. Reviewers 

provide their recommendations to the editor, who makes the final decision to accept the manuscript. 

 The Transformative Justice Journal holds to the utmost respect, love, and care when reviewing 

manuscripts. Each review we assure is constructive, positive, and hopefully useful to the author. We 

strongly welcome first time authors, students, nontraditional students, activists, youth, community 

organizers, prisoners, politicians, and teachers. 

Submissions will be assigned to one of the four following categories: 

1. accept without revisions 

2. accept with editorial revisions 

3. revise and resubmit for peer review 

4. reject 

 Every effort will be made to inform authors of the editor’s decision within 100 days of receipt of a 

manuscript. Authors, whose manuscripts are accepted for publication, will be asked to submit a brief 

biography that includes their institutional or organizational affiliations and their research interests. 

http://www.apastyle.org/
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The Transformative Justice Journal only publishes original materials. Please do not submit 

manuscripts that are under review or previously published elsewhere. 

Copyright, Republishing, and Royalties 

 All Work published by the Journal is copyrighted by the Transformative Justice Journal. 

 Republication of Contributor’s Submitted Work may be assessed a reasonable fee for the 

administration and facilitation to other presses. Such fee shall be determined at the discretion of the 

Transformative Justice Journal. 

 Royalties: Contributor agrees and acknowledges that no royalty, payment, or other compensation 

will be provided by the Transformative Justice Journal in exchange for or resulting from the 

publication of the Submitted Work. 

Publication Dates 

TJJ uses a rolling submission process, allowing authors to submit at any time during the year without time 

restraints or quota of articles in an issue. Rolling submission, the most current scholarly method of accepting 

publications, allows for more timely publications and current scholarship to enter the public sphere in a 

more timely fashion, rather than conforming to traditional academic print journal guidelines. 

We are pleased to accept your submissions at any time and will move quickly through the review process to 

ensure timeliness. 

For general submission, please submit to: 

 transformativejusticejournal@gmail.com 
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BOOK REVIEW 

 

Maroon Comix: Origins and Destinies 

Edited by Quincy Saul, PM Press, Oakland, CA, pp. 1-65, 2018 

 

Author: Mechthild Nagel  

E-mail: mecke.nagel@cortland.edu 

Institute: Philosophy Department, SUNY Cortland 

Address: POB 2000, SUNY Cortland, Cortland, New York, USA 13045 

 

Four Keywords: Russell Maroon Shoatz, Political Prisoner, Black Liberation, Maroon History 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Maroon Comix is a sensational work of art and prose, which honors the legacy of political prisoner Russell 

Maroon Shoatz. A finely stenciled portrait of Shoatz by Todd Hyung-Rae Tarselli opens the book. Quincy 

Saul has co-edited the writings of Shoatz in an earlier book, Maroon the Implacable: The Collected Writings 

of Russell Maroon Shoatz (2013). In fact, this book is a homage to Shoatz, an imprisoned intellectual, because 

the illustrators and writers draw on his work. Saul closes the comic book with a fabulous “Maroon Library,” 

thematically organized into the following rich and diverse sections: Maroon History and the Revolt of the 

Enslaved; Maroon Philosophy; Whiteness and Maroons of European Descent; Marooning in the Twentieth 

and Twenty-First Centuries; Maroons in the East; Maroon Literature; Maroon Articles; Maroon Music; 

Maroon Recipes. Moreover, the illustrations are a revolutionary aesthetic feat. With the evocative book cover 

illustration of Nanny Granny, a Jamaican maroon leader breaking free from her chain with a raised fist and 

raised sword, the curious reader is already drawn into the political message of liberation that permeates this 

outstanding maroon book and work of art.  

 

The first chapter titled “Initiation” and illustrated by Songe Riddle opens us up to the illusions of maps and 

invites us to sojourn off the map. Citations from Gone to Croatan (1994) about the Great Dismal maroons’ 

legends provide a narrative insurgent history, told from the perspective of colonized Indian nations and 

enslaved African peoples. Right away, we learn about maroon agency, resistance and the urgency of altering 

and destroying the white supremacist, colonial script that is so prevalent in US school textbooks. In six 

chapters, this collective of writers and illustrators takes apart the following corrosive master narratives: 

enslaved peoples were content about their life-long subjugation; obedient to their masters; fearful of freedom; 

lazy and cunning. Maroonage, the practices of running away, liberating others, poisoning slavers, is never 
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foregrounded in the “standard” history accounts “on” slavery. It is always a (white) victors’ perspective that 

twists the record to suggest that maroonage was a futile exercise because the slave catchers were omnipresent 

and omnipotent. In reality, as the chapter on “Slavery and Liberation,” illustrated by Songe Riddle, emphasizes 

white and Black indentured servants and enslaved people resisted successfully and ran to the swamps, 

mountains, forests and other inaccessible places, often joining sovereign Indigenous nations, famously, the 

Seminole Maroons (p. 12). When the refugees were eventually discovered, these maroon communities fought 

back, often keeping the colonizers’ armies at bay for years and even centuries from the center of maroon 

societies, the Palmares to the Carolinas. “The efforts of these men, women and children cannot be matched in 

world history” (p. 2, citing Shoatz, 2013, pp. 32-34). Because of the success of these guerrilla resistance 

armies, the colonial powers attempted strategies of appeasement. This worked, in part, with the “treaty 

maroons,” who remained sovereign under the condition that they returned run-away slaves to the plantations. 

By contrast, the “fighting maroons” never surrendered and fought to death (p. 13). Throughout the book, 

maroon societies get named (e.g., the Accompong of Jamaica, the Garifuna of Central America, the 

Palenqueros of Colombia) as well as famous leaders in the chapter “I am Maroon!,” illustrated by Mac McGill. 

Here we find Granny Nanny of Jamaica, whose biography is brief (pp. 16-17) but her formidable power is 

showcased in the last chapter (p. 29). Furthermore, there are Harriet Tubman, Osceola and John Horse of the 

Seminole, and the Haitian revolutionaries. “In 1791, in Bois Caïman, Haiti, the warrior love goddess and 

‘Mother of Haiti’ Ezili Dantor possessed the Haitian high priestess, mambo Cécile Fatiman. She then crowned 

the African revolutionary maroon and houngan Dutty Boukman with her scepter, invoking and convoking the 

Haitian revolution” (p. 23). Drawing on Shoatz’s analyis (2013), Saul makes clear that maroon societies drew 

on spiritual and religious leadership to sustain their diasporic communities against the constant onslaught of 

imperial armies that threatened their way of life. Haiti, of course, emerges as “the only country in world history 

established by formerly enslaved workers” (p. 23, citing Shoatz, 2013, p. 119). Thanks to the power of 

maroons’ resilience, Haiti is the only nation state emerging free from colonialism and enslavement, and it has 

had to pay a high prize for such audacity—and the hope it brought to millions of enslaved people in the 

Americas, as well as the shockwaves of terror, the republic sent to slavers. One maroon of Venezuela, José 

Leonardo Chirino, witnessed the Haitian Revolution and led an insurrection of Indigenous and African 

maroons, basing his demands on the Haitian and French Revolutions. Saul also pays tribute to Afro-

Indigenous-Venezuelan spiritual leader María Lionza who became immortalized as goddess of nature, 

unifying the African, Indigenous, and European maroon cultures (p. 24). The split between treaty maroons 

and fighting maroons is exemplified in the conflict between Ganga Zumba and Zumbi. Ganga Zumba, king 

of Palmares, negotiated with the Portuguese, leading a community of tens of thousands of citizens. After the 

pact with the colonial power in 1678, Zumbi led a revolt against Ganga Zumba (p. 27). Again, it would have 

been helpful to add more detail to these very short biographies, especially for readers who know very little 

about the complexities of maroon philosophies. To the editor’s credit, he foregrounds women’s roles as 

spiritual leaders, community workers and resistance fighters. Queen Mother Moore is mentioned, born as free 

woman in 1898 in Louisiana, and early supporter of Marcus Garvey’s movement and received the honorific 

title Queen Mother by the Ashanti people of Ghana. Moore was an internationalist and called for reparations 

for descendants of U.S. slaves. The Black Liberation Army and its imprisoned fighters are mentioned, along 

with Russell Marron Shoatz, who earned his honorific title, “Maroon,” when he escaped from a state prison 

in Pennsylvania (pp. 31-33). The book shows that “the prison of slavery” morphs into “slavery of prisons,” in 

the famous words of maroon fighter Frederick Douglass and Angela Y. Davis.  

 

The chapter “The Dragon or the Hydra?,” written and illustrated by Seth Tobocman, also brings an 

intersectional dimension to the conversation. Tobocman addresses contemporary tactics of struggle against 

oppression in all its forms, including the struggles of LGBTQ people globally. Drawing on Shoatz’s tropes of 

dragon and hydra, Tobocman points to the age-old controversy of effective guerrilla warfare—is it diffuse 

leadership or hierarchical leadership that proves to be most successful? Using the example of Haitian history, 

we are lead to believe that thy hydra has the upper hand when fighting oppressive powers. When one 

charismatic leader is killed, others will rise. In addition, if some leaders get coopted such as treaty maroons, 

others will continue their work of resistance autonomously.  
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A future Comix books on maroon life and philosophies might want to focus on prominent contemporary 

maroon communities and how they differentiate themselves from utopian or religious communities or 

ecovillages, for that matter. This is briefly addressed in the last chapter “Modern Maroons,” illustrated by 

Hannah Allen, Emmy Kepler, and Songe Riddle. They give us examples of the Zapatistas in Mexico, Julius 

Nyere’s vision of Ujamaa in Tanzania, the Sarvodaya Shramadana movement of Sri Lanka, and the maroons 

of Rojava in the greater Kurdistan region. What is common of them are a basis democratic philosophy of 

reclaiming of the commons by oppressed peoples; promoting women’s leadership and educational 

opportunities for women; and advocating anticapitalist principles as espoused by the people of Cuba and 

Venezuela. The simple question of how does one commit oneself to maroonage receives a surprisingly simple 

answer: start community gardens (p. 56)! 

 

In this book, political prisoners Mumia Abu-Jamal and the Move 9 are mentioned, somewhat inaccurately 

under the heading of Black Liberation Army (p. 31). It would be good to write a separate Comix Book about 

their epic struggles with the City of Philadelphia, the Fraternal Order of Police and the FBI. So far, their 

insurgent perspectives have been told in a few zines and Mumia’s books. 
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